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When you see the icon below, tap or click it to take you 
directly to the resource!

Still have questions? 
Contact us on social media 

or our website!
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Seesaw
Platform: all
Cost:Free for the basic plan

Overview:
Seesaw is a platform for empowering students by giving them a 
space where they can demonstrate and share their learning. Think 
of it as a digital portfolio platform. Students use powerful 
tools to create, reflect and demonstrate learning. Parents can 
join through email and teachers preview all work before 
submitting for viewing. Teachers can also create assignments 
directly in the seesaw app for students to complete. 

Ways to use remotely:
• Choose from premade lessons in the activity 

library
• Communicate with students and families through 

the announcement feature
• Use the photo tool to upload paper based

activities for students to annotate on top of

For more ideas on 
seesaw, check out our 

book on amazon!
https://amzn.to/2ZR0Eod

#interactiveclass

click

https://amzn.to/2ZR0Eod
https://web.seesaw.me/


Microsoft Teams
Platform: All
Cost: free until July

Overview:
Microsoft Teams is your hub for teamwork in Office 365. All your 
team conversations, files, meetings, and apps live together in a 
single shared workspace, and you can take it with you on your 

favorite mobile device.

• Start a live webinar 
• Facilitate chats or conversations in real time
• Differentiate tasks by organizing students into groups or 

channels
• Facilitate information through assignments
• Attach quizzes through Microsoft Forms
• Monitor assignments and due dates
• Comment on and share work with 

students 

Ways to use remotely:
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https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/microsoft-365/blog/2020/03/02/working-remotely-during-challenging-times/


gimkit
Platform: web based
Cost: free (5 kits) - $60 
(unlimited kits + more features)

Overview:
requires knowledge, collaboration, and strategy to win. Gimkit
allows students to work at their own pace, answering questions 
to earn in-game cash to use strategically during the game.

How to use remotely:
• Create kits of review for students to play in various modes 

both in real time or on their own time (
• Gather real time data on how students are retaining 

information from content taught remotely
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• Use as a homework assignment Gimkit will automatically grade students 
as they complete the game remotely. 

• Use the data generated from games to plan ahead for future lessons
• Use kitCollab and have students create a game together each by adding in 

their own question

click

https://www.gimkit.com/


Flipgrid
Platform: All

Cost: free
Overview:
Flipgrid makes student voice simple. Educators spark discussions by 
posting video Topics to a Grid. Students record, upload, view, 
react, and respond to each other through short videos creating a 
web of conversation. Flipgrid is video the way students use video ... 
social, engaging and fun!

• Create book talk discussion over individual chapter groups or 
entire books

• Send out class announcements & hold digital office hours
• Create a platform for teachers to reach out to administration 

during time out of the building
• Provide a class read aloud 

Ways to use remotely:

For more ideas on 
flipgrid, check out our 

book on amazon!
https://amzn.to/2ZR0Eod
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• Pose math problems for students to solve 
and respond to showing their work

• Hold Socratic Debates 

click

https://amzn.to/2ZR0Eod
https://info.flipgrid.com/


Platform: all
Cost: Providing temporary access to 
schools effected by covid-19

Overview:
With Nearpod, teachers create immersive learning experiences across 
all devices simultaneously including VR, 3D objects, simulations 
and so much more. The teacher has control of the presentation, and 
when a slide is changed, all devices logged on with the Nearpod 
code will change at the same time, even when on a separate 
network.

How to use remotely:
• Upload previously created powerpoint or google slides lessons 

to make a new nearpod lesson. Then, share out the code remotely

nearpod

• An adventure into the world of Nearpod’s Virtual field trips allows students 
to venture out of the classroom

• Use the voice record feature to add your own personal touch to each slide.
• Nearpod allows teachers to track student progress with real time data.
• spark ideas for Creative writing using nearpod VR features 
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https://nearpod.com/coronavirus


Newsela
Platform: All

Overview:
Browse through engaging articles on various topics, each available 
at 5 reading levels. Articles come with activities to help students 
take a deeper dive into the content.  As students read and take 
quizzes, the Newsela app adjusts the reading level to keep articles 
challenging and engaging. Plus, students can keep track of their 
improvement over time automatically.

• Assign students an article (either digitally or printed)

Ways to use remotely:

Cost: free until year end

And have them complete the questions
• Guided research project
• Predict from photos-play a game where 

students look at only the photo and guess 
what the article is about.

• Assign higher leveled articles and have 
students Uncover unknown words
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https://newsela.com/about/blog/preparing-for-distance-learning-due-to-school-closures/


Wakelet
Platform: all
Cost: free

Overview:
Wakelet is a curation tool that allows You to save videos, 
articles, images, Tweets, links or even add your own text and 
video to a curated feed. Wakelet allows students and educators 
to keep everything in one place and share out easily. 

How to use remotely:
• Create a wakelet for each day or week of assignments 
• Use wakelet as a central learning hub. post articles, videos, 

and other content for students to review. Share curated lesson 
materials through simple and easy link sharing.
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• Use wakelet as a central “message board” where students can all answer 
and collaborate on one central discussion question.

• Create parent newsletters and updates with wakelet. Immersive reader feature 
will translate any text into various languages. 

click

https://wakelet.com/


Pebble go
Platform: All

• Writing projects or genius hour research
• Every article in the Science module includes 

up to 3 activities to make science come 
alive in your classroom

Overview:
PebbleGo is a curricular content hub specifically designed for  
K-3 students. Packed with informational articles, ready-made 
activities, and literacy supports for students of all abilities. it 
boosts engagement and fosters independent learning in core 
subject areas.

• Guided research Project with support of read-aloud feature
• Have students find and share a “Pebble Go” fact of the day
• Create vocabulary assignments using the red words highlighted in 

every article

Ways to use remotely:

#interactiveclass

Cost: free while your school is closed

click

https://pebblego.com/free-pebblego-capstone-interactive-access-school-closures%3Ffbclid=IwAR0ldr6TT3grhEDzJ_fEpYvNGG13kqYo5ogwEqYneW7QBkX8L4u7cEIS0nE


Overview:
Scholastic is known for publishing, selling, and distributing books 
and educational materials for schools, teachers, parents, and 
children. Their classroom magazines are found in many classrooms. 
Scholastic is creating 15 lessons for various age groups of 
students ranging from Pre-K to high school filled with quality 
nonfiction articles similar to the ones found in their magazines.

How to use remotely:
• Share article online through various platforms for students to 

reflect, debate or summarize.

Platform: All
Cost: Fifteen days of free resources

newsScholastic

• Appsmash with flipgrid and set up the lesson 2truths and lie
• Share this link with your students for direct access:
• https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/le

arnathome/grades-3-5.html
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https://admin.flipgrid.com/manage/discovery/276
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome/grades-3-5.html
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome/grades-3-5.html


Buncee
Platform: All

Overview:
creating virtual lessons easily using Buncee’s multiple media options 

including--. text, video, audio, or even links to additional 
resources. Record your lesson using the video feature,or create an 
activity template for your student to complete at home. Students 

can create and submit Buncees back to their teachers directly. The 
classroom dashboard can be utilized to share and track assignments. 
Teachers can also create a Buncee Board, so students can share their 

work and interact with their classmates remotely.

• Create learning paths with multiple activities 
linked in one place

• Allow students to demonstrate their learing
of content remotely

• Appsmash with wakelet, flipgrid or nearpod

Ways to use remotely:

Cost: free while your school is closed

For more ideas on 
flipgrid, check out our 

book on amazon!
https://amzn.to/2ZR0Eod
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https://amzn.to/2ZR0Eod
https://blog.buncee.com/supporting-remote-student-learning/


Overview:
Minecraft: Education Edition is a game-based learning platform 
that builds STEM skills, unleashes creativity and engages students 
in collaboration and problem-solving. Minecraft helps educators 
meet students where they are and inspires deep, meaningful 
learning across subjects. use Minecraft: Education Edition to 
teach lessons, build STEM and social-emotional skills and inspire 
project-based learning. Minecraft: Education Edition offers 
special features designed for educational use, including assessment 
tools and classroom multiplayer to allow learners to work 
together remotely in the immersive game environment.

How to use remotely:
• Integrate math by Designing a garden that is ¼ carrots, ½ wheat, and ¼

beetroot.
• Create a model of an animal cell and label the parts of the cell. 
• Build a monument to commemorate a historical event. 
• Using context clues from a story, build the story’s scene in Minecraft.

Platform: All
Cost: free until June 2020

Education 
editionMinecraft

click

https://education.minecraft.net/blog/microsoft-extends-access-to-minecraft-education-edition-and-resources-to-support-remote-learning/%3FOCID=org_TWITTER_spl100001174228529


Book creator
Platform: All

Overview:
Book Creator is a simple tool for creating awesome digital books. 
You can create your own teaching resources or have your students 
take the reins. Students can combine text, images, audio and video 
to demonstrate their learning remotely. Book Creator is offering 
the ability to collaborate together on books in real-time. This 

premium feature is usually only available with a paid 
subscription, but this feature is now free to use for 90 days.

• Have students write daily journals
• Use the comic book feature to retell a story
• Develop science journals
• Work collaboratively together on one 

project like interactive word wall journals

Ways to use remotely:

Cost: free for 90 days

For more ideas on 
flipgrid, check out our 

book on amazon!
https://amzn.to/2ZR0Eod
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https://amzn.to/2ZR0Eod
https://bookcreator.com/2020/03/support-for-schools-affected-by-coronavirus/


Overview:
HyperDocs are free digital lessons that are easy to edit for your 
eLearning students. They are all about hyperlinking your docs for 
amazing learning experiences for kids! With one shortened link, 
students can access a lesson that contains instructions, links, 
tasks, and many clever ways to get thinking. Hyperdocs focus on 
creating opportunities for choice, exploration, and ways for kids 
to apply their knowledge.

How to use remotely:
• Use a hyperdoc template to generate a lesson for your students, 

then share the links so that doc becomes the main hub for   
• students to  to access.

Platform: All
Cost: free

hyperdocs

• Check out this curation of amazing hyperdoc lessons shared free! If you create 
your own hpyerdoc, make sure to add your lesson to the site for others to share 
too!

#interactiveclass
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https://hyperdocs.co/templates
https://hyperdocs.co/teachers_give_teachers
https://www.hyperdocs.co/teachers_give_teachers%3Ffbclid=IwAR0sZ0uGc_q40Cd0T-X67v959vSdv1bl8aEfc-AiEMSDmUNnpHi4rnLacRI


brainpop
Platform: All

Overview:
From the very beginning, BrainPOP was built on the belief that 
curiosity through short animated movies can make complicated 

ideas simple and clear. Today, BrainPOP’s rigorous learning 
experiences go far beyond a movie and quiz, offering a rich array 

of resources and tools that meet each student’s interests and 
needs while developing their critical, computational, and 

creative thinking skills across the curriculum.

• Use a video to launch remote lessons and introduce content in 
a engaging format

Ways to use remotely:

Cost: free for duration of school closure
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• Appsmash with flipgrid and have students 
respond to a question related to the 
content or share something they learned

• Differentiate material for diverse learners 

click

https://educators.brainpop.com/2020/02/19/free-brainpop-access-for-schools-affected-by-the-corona-virus/%3Futm_source=organic&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=coronavirus&utm_content=free-access


Overview:
Recording videos on youtube through their live streaming is a cost 
effective way to provide students with live video if you do not 
have another platform with this option. Videos filmed on you tube

How to use remotely:
• Video live lectures or labs for older students who are used to 

this form or content delivery. 

Platform: Desktop only**
Cost: free

YouTube

• Students and families can comment in real time alongside the video simply by 
logging in with a gmail account. 

• Recordings must be done on the web, unless you have over 1,000+ subscribers.
• You can always record a lesson, and then upload it for your students / 

families to view.
#interactiveclass

live will save and can be watched at a later time which is advantageous for remote learning. Worried 
about privacy? Don’t be! you can upload your videos as “unlisted,” which makes the video available to 
those who you share the link with, no one else. The recorded video can be shared as a link through 
various platforms like email, seesaw learning journals, Microsoft teams, and much more!



edpuzzle
Platform: any

Overview:
with Edpuzzle, video comes to life with audio-notes and questions, 
creating An interactive and unique experience for your students. 
Educators assign a video, and then they drop in questions at 
various points in the video to assess student comprehension and 
understanding of material.

Ways to use remotely:
• Assign a read aloud video to students. Stop and review 

various elements of plot (setting, character, problem) 
to monitor understanding.

Cost: free for duration of school closure
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• Have students share reflect on views while 
watching a ted-talk or other debatable 
content. then move the conversation to 
flipgrid for further discussion.

click

https://support.edpuzzle.com/hc/en-us/articles/360039805612-Help-for-schools-affected-by-Covid-19


Thank you!

#interACTIVEclass

If you're still looking for more lesson plans and ideas, 
be sure to check out our latest book, 

“The interACTIVE Class!"

@themerrillsedu

Be sure to connect with 
us on social media!

www.themerrillsedu.com


