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What is Twitter?

A hashtag is a keyword or a phrase used to describe a topic or a theme of a tweet. Think of 
a hashtag like a searchable keyword or category. If Twitter was a filing cabinet, a hashtag 
would be a file folder. To use a hashtag in your tweet, you have to put the pound sign (#) 
before the word or phrase and avoid using any spaces or punctuation. When you use a 
hashtag, anyone who searches for that hashtag can see your tweet. 
Looking for great hashtags for education? Ryan O’Donnell has put together a great list! 
Scan the QR code or go to bit.ly/2F4eeff.

When you follow someone this means that their tweets 
will populate in your Twitter feed.  When viewing your 
feed you can reply, like, retweet or quote tweet what 
you see. 

Your Twitter feed will constantly change and update 
when those you follow tweet. So check it various times 
to engage and interact with others. 

To connect with other educators “follow” 
them on Twitter. Typically if you follow 
someone, they will follow you back. 

To check your feed, make 
sure you are “home” by 
clicking the house icon. 

Compose a Tweet by going to the “What's Happening” box, use 280 
or fewer characters, and click Tweet. People who follow you, and 
potentially others who don't, can see your tweet.

Twitter is social networking site where people communicate in short messages called tweets. 
Educators from all over the world have joined Twitter and use it to connect, communicate and share 
with each other as a form of ongoing and personalized professional development. 
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https://twitter.com/creativeedtech/
https://docs.google.com/drawings/u/1/d/1Uj6q2SEi0gfqh5-zVitfqyAg_XRVSfDQGAxxiNqEyxg/preview


 
Your Profile Page

Your Twitter stream is where all of the 
information you share either through 
original tweets by you or retweet or quote 
tweets from another account.

The numbers at the top show you how 
many accounts you are following along 
with how many are following you.

Set up your profile to share a little bit about who you 
are. You can choose to add a location, website, and 
even your birthday. Click “edit profile” to add to or 
change your information.

From your profile page you can navigate to your Home page, Twitter Moments, Notifications and Direct Messages. 
Using the search bar you can search Twitter for hashtags, key terms, or people. When you are ready to start tweeting 
click “Tweet”at the bottom of the page. See “Anatomy of a Tweet” for more information. You can get back to this page 
by clicking the arrow next to  your name then click  “Profile”

Your profile page is where you and others can view all of your Twitter information.
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Tips for getting started

UPDATE YOUR PROFILE 
Add a photo of yourself and fill in some details about yourself. When people see your photo 
and your details, they know you’re a real person and are more likely to trust you. 

FOLLOW 10 EDUCATORS
Find people on those hashtags who seem like your kind of people! Find out what they’re about 
by clicking on their pictures to see their profiles. If they sound interesting, click “Follow” to 
see their tweets in your stream. Scan the QR code to see a list of #Ditchbook                         
educators to follow on Twitter. Check it often because more will be added!

WRITE YOUR FIRST TWEET 
Say something like, “I’m on Twitter!” and include a conference hashtag (if applicable) or 
#Ditchbook so we can all see it if we search for that hashtag!

RETWEET SOMETHING GOOD
Search a hashtag that interests you (there’s #edchat for general education, #edtech for 
educational technology, and of course #Ditchbook) and find a good tweet. Maybe it has a 
useful link, a thought-provoking idea or something that makes you chuckle. Retweet it to 
your followers (even if there aren’t any yet!).
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https://twitter.com/DitchThatTxtbk/lists/ditchbook-educators/members
https://twitter.com/DitchThatTxtbk/lists/ditchbook-educators/members


Anatomy of a Tweet

Add a hashtag to help others find your tweet. 
You can add as many hashtags as you like to 
your tweets. You can add a user name too if 
you would like to mention them in the tweet.

The profile picture icon shows who wrote the tweet. 
Click on the profile picture to see their profile page 
including their other tweets and bio. 

The information at the bottom of the 
tweet shows you when the tweet was 
originally posted and what actions have 
been made on it (retweets and likes). 

You can reply publicly to a tweet by 
clicking the speech bubble. 
Replying to a tweet will notify those 
tagged, either in the text or image, 
that you have replied.

Show that you like a tweet by 
clicking the heart. All of your 
liked tweets will show up on your 
profile page under “Likes”.

Click this icon to send the 
user a Direct Message, add 
the tweet to bookmarks, or 
copy a link to the tweet.

See something you like? Retweet it! 
Retweeting a post will share it with your 
followers. 
“Retweet with comment” if you have 
something to add to the original tweet. 
The original tweeter will be notified that 
you have retweeted or commented.

  A tweet is a 280-character message that you post to Twitter for your followers to see.
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Start by clicking:

Composing a Tweet

Once you have composed your tweet click the 
“Tweet” button to post it to Twitter.

Your profile image lets others 
know that you created the 
original tweet. Others can click 
on your profile image to get to 
your profile page. From there 
they can see your tweet stream 
and click “follow” to follow 
your account.

Add a hashtag to your tweet to 
make it searchable. Add hashtags 
that are relevant to your post so 
that others can find and retweet 
or reply. 

Add another user’s Twitter 
handle to notify they that 
you have included them in 
your tweet.

You can attach images to your tweets and tag up to 10 
users. You can also search and attach GIFs (Graphics 
Interchange Format). You can even create a Twitter poll 
for your followers to participate in.

Need more than 280 
characters? You can click 
the plus and compose 
another tweet right in the 
same window (called a 
“thread”). Once you are 
finished click "tweet all".

Tweeting is posting a message for anyone who follows you on Twitter. Share your thoughts, feelings or 
ideas. Tweet with the hope that your messages are useful and interesting to someone else.
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Including emojis 
adds color and fun 
to your tweets. 
Click on the smiley 
face to add emojis 
to your post.





Anatomy of a Twitter Chat 

A Twitter chat is a live 
conversation at a 
predetermined time 
where people 
communicate through 
tweets on a common 
hashtag.

Twitter chats let you 
interact with people 
from anywhere in the 
world in real time. It’s 
some of the best free 
professional learning 
around!

Find out who is moderating 
the chat. They will tweet out 
the questions along with the 
hashtag.

Most Twitter chats are Q&A 
style chats, like #Ditchbook, 
which post a question using 
Q1, Q2 etc, then participants 
answer using the A1, A2 
format. All participants use 
the chat hashtag in all tweets 
to follow the chat.

The chat hashtag is the most 
important thing to include in 
your tweets! All participants 
will use the hashtag to ask 
and answer questions.

On the Twitter site, use the search bar 
to find all of the tweets on the hashtag 
where the chat takes place. Once you 
do that, use the “Latest” button to see 
the most current tweets -- the ones 
most likely to be part of the live chat.

Don’t worry about doing it wrong! As 
long as you include the hashtag, 
you’re set.  Don’t just be a “lurker”, 
someone who watches and doesn’t 
tweet. Jump right in and participate.
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Level Up with Tweetdeck 

Follow along with your notifications 
during the chat. This way, you’ll see 
which tweets others are liking and 
retweeting. Plus, if someone replies to 
your tweet, you’ll see it here so you can 
reply back.

TweetDeck lets you create a column to follow all tweets from 
an individual user. It’s helpful to make a column to follow the 
moderator of the chat. Click “Add column” in the left sidebar of 
TweetDeck and add the moderator’s Twitter username. That 
way, you won’t miss a question or an important tweet from the 
moderator!

Open up one column for the chat 
hashtag by clicking the “Add column” 
button in the left sidebar. This allows 
you follow the tweets posted during the 
chat. You can easily scroll through 
while composing your next tweet. 

TweetDeck, a free application, lets you organize Twitter 
content in columns. Create columns to display 
notifications, searches, lists, likes, messages and more. 
You can create as many columns as you want, and they 
update instantly.

TweetDeck is a valuable tool when participating in a 
Twitter chat because you can keep multiple columns 
open while responding to questions or interacting with 
other members of the chat.
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https://sites.google.com/site/twittereducationchats/education-chat-calendar


Credits

You are free to:
Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format
Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material

The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms.Under the following terms:
Attribution — You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made. 
You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.
NonCommercial — You may not use the material for commercial purposes.
ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under 
the same license as the original.
No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict 
others from doing anything the license permits.

This ebook was created with the intention that it would be downloaded and/or 
printed and shared. Please share this resource freely with your colleagues.

When sharing this ebook and the resources included please include attribution 
to the original creator.
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